1702-12] MAREST TO GERMON 295

places— with abusing their readiness to believe us,
saying that the Laws of Christianity are not so severe
as we teach. They would say that it is not credible
that people as enlightened as Frenchmen are, and
brought up in the bosom of Religion, would willingly
rush to their own destruction and cast themselves
into hell, if it were true that such and such actions
merited so terrible a punishment. All the argu-
ments that the Missionary could oppose to this
influence of an evil example would have no power
over the minds of a People who are seldom affected
except by that which strikes the senses. Therefore,
my Reverend Father, aid me in my prayers to the
Lord that he may render all my apprehensions vain,
and that he may continue to pour out his blessings
upon my feeble labors. I commend myself to your
holy sacrifices, and am with respect, etc.,
Father GABRIEL MAREST, Missionary.



